
SLOVENIA 

 

Fun Facts 
• Slovenia declared independence from Yugoslavia on June 25, 1991. 
• The vine seen growing in Maribor's old town is believed to be the oldest vine in the world 

(approximately 400 years old). 
• Slovenia is highly respected and well known for its beekeeping heritage. They are particularly 

devoted to the preservation of the indigenous Slovenian species, the Carniolan bee. 
 

A convergence of invigorating landscapes in Slovenia makes it one of the most exciting hidden jewels of 
Europe.  Deep forests, alpine mountains, a glistening Mediterranean, plains, and Karstic caves create an 
endless array of sightseeing opportunities.  But as important as the scenery is in Slovenia, the culture and 
people are just as vibrant.  They are known as hard-working people who feel it is vital to possess a firm 
knowledge of language in order to understand and be understood.  They are prideful of their distinction 
and independence as a member of the European Union. 

Although Christianized over a thousand years ago and part of the Holy Roman Empire, Slovenes have 
preserved many rituals from their pagan traditions and above all, their native language. After the fall of the 
Hapsburg Empire, Slovenia joined Yugoslavia, and as part of it was invaded by Germany, Italy, and 
Hungary on the eve of WWII. Escaping the fate of the Soviet bloc countries, it finally achieved 
independence in 1991 with very little bloodshed. 

In Ljubljana, the prized capital city of Slovenia, take in the fabulous Austrian- and Italian-influenced 
architecture, bridges, museums, and dazzling nightly beauty. Art and history abound in this lively city, and 
there are many places where you can enjoy traditional Slovenian cuisine, which consists mostly of meats, 
soup, noodles, potatoes, and fresh greens. Abundant warm bread accompanies the hearty meals of 
Slovenia, and the dessert Potica is a traditional walnut cake. 

Sink into the meadows, rise above the Alps, forage in the forests, and even venture out on the waters of 
this fascinating country unlike any other.  It is an essential part of the full European experience but unique 
in ways that the Slavic culture has fought for throughout many generations. 

 

Capital: Ljubljana Language: Slovenian, Hungarian, Italian 

Population: 2 million Time Zone: EST plus 6 hours 

Currency:  Euro (€ or EUR) Electricity: 220V. 50Hz 
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VISAS AND PASSPORTS 

Visas to Slovenia are not required for U.S. citizens. If you hold a passport from another country, please 
check with your local consulate about requirements for travel to Slovenia. All passengers traveling 
internationally are required to have a passport. Please carry proper identification (your passport) on you 
and do not leave it in your suitcase or hotel room.  European law requires you to carry your passport with 
you at all times. 

COUNTRY CODES 

The country code for Slovenia is 386. When calling to Slovenia from overseas, you dial your international 
access code (011 from the U.S./Canada) followed by the country code and phone number. Phone 
numbers in Slovenia are seven digits in length.  Dialing from the U.S./Canada: 011+386+XXX XXXX. 

CURRENCY AND BUDGETING 

The official currency of Slovenia is the Euro. Euro coins differ according to country, but they can be used 
in any EU state. Bank notes are of uniform EU design. 

1 Euro (€) = 100 Cents (c) 

• Banknote denominations: Euro 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200, 500 
• Coin denominations: Cents 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50; Euro 1, 2 

For the most current exchange rates, please go to our Web site at www.globusfamily.com/currency 

Credit cards are accepted in Slovenia, and you should have no problems using them in larger shops and 
restaurants.  Visa and MasterCard are most accepted.  Smaller shops may ask you to pay in cash or 
have a minimum amount required to use a credit card. Be prepared to show your passport or ID when 
completing a credit card transaction. 

TO HELP YOU BUDGET 

The following budget guidelines are just approximate values or starting values for meals and are per 
person.  Actual prices will vary widely by restaurant and city within a country but below are some 
averages as provided by our experienced personnel. 

The approximate cost of a soft drink/mineral water/coffee is €1.50-3. 

An average lunch consisting of a salad or sandwich and a soda or water starts at approximately €6-8. 

A steak dinner at a mid-range restaurant with dessert and a non-alcoholic beverage starts at 
approximately €17-25. 

TIPPING 

Tipping is becoming more customary in Slovenia. For restaurant service where the service charge is 
already included, round up the bill by the equivalent of a few local Euro. Otherwise, 10-15% is a 
reasonable amount.  Tips are usually left in cash and not added to the credit card payment. 

For taxis, round up the fare to the nearest whole Euro. 

Tip hotel staff €1 for room service. 

A few coins will be needed for public restrooms. 
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ELECTRICAL OUTLETS 

Voltage for outlets is 220V. North American voltage is generally 110V. Therefore, a converter may be 
necessary for your travels. Adapters will be necessary to adapt your plug into the outlet but may not 
convert the voltage, so both devices are necessary. Slovenia uses a round, 2-prong plug that looks like: 

type C Type F 

TEMPERATURES 

Slovenia has hot summers and cold winters. Summers are usually quite hot with high daily 
temperatures, though rainfall is common so we recommend bringing rain gear for the afternoon showers.  

To help you plan, below are average low and high temperatures for Ljubljana. 

Month Average 
High °(F) 

Average 
Low °(F) 

January 39 28 

February 46 29 

March 56 37 

April 60 42 

May 70 49 

June 74 55 

July 81 60 

August 82 59 

September 70 52 

October 60 45 

November 46 36 

December 39 29 

 

FOOD SPECIALTIES 

Sauerkraut, grilled sausage, jabolcni zavitek (apple strudel), potica (walnut cake), wines, and fruit 
brandies (apple, pear, and plum). 

A FEW WORDS OF THE LOCAL LANGUAGE 

Slovenian: 
Hello: Zdravo, Good day: Dober dan, Good evening: Dober večer, Goodbye: Nasvidenje, Please: 
Prosim, Thank you: Hvala, Yes: Da, No: Ne, How much?: Koliko stane?, 1: Ena, 2: Dva, 3: Tri, 4: 
Štiri, 5: Pet, 6: Šest, 7: Sedem, 8: Osem, 9: Devet, 10: Deset, Where is...?: Kye je...?, Meat: Meso, 
Beef: Govedina, Pork: Svinjina, Entrance: Vhod, Exit: Izhod, Do you have...?: Ali imate...?, 
Restaurant check/bill: Račun. 

To convert to Celsius, 
subtract 32, then multiply 
by 5 and then divide by 9. 

See examples in the Know 
Before You Go Europe 
document. 
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Hungarian:  
Good morning (until 9:00 am): Jó reggelt, Good day: Jó napot, Good evening: Jó eshtét, Goodbye: 
Viszlát, Please: Kérem, Thank you: Karsarnarm, Yes: Igan, No: Nam, 1: Egy, 2: Kettö, 3: Három, 4: 
Négy, 5: Öt, 6: Hat, 7: Hét, 8: Nyolc, 9: Kilenc, 10: Tíz, I don't understand: Nem értem, Please write 
it down: Kérem írlja le, Where is...?: Hol...?, Telephone: Telefon, Coffee: Kávé, Bottled water: 
Palackozott víz, Cheers!: Egészégedre! 

Italian: 
Good morning/day: Buongiorno, Good evening: Buonasera, Hi: Ciao, Please: Per favore, Thank you: 
Grazie, You're welcome: Prego, Yes: Sì, No: No, Do you speak English?: Parla inglese?, I don't 
understand: Non capisco, How much?: Quanto costa?, 1: Uno, 2: Due, 3: Tre, 4: Quattro, 5: Cinque, 
6: Sei, 7: Sette, 8: Otto, 9: Nove, 10: Dieci, Where is...?: Dov'è...?, Telephone: Telefono, Bathroom: 
Toilette, Tea: Té, Coffee: Caffé, Bottled water: Acqua minerale (carbonated=gassata, non-
carbonated=non gassata), Cheers!: Salute!, Restaurant check/bill: Il conto, Have a nice day!:  
Buona giornata! 
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