
TUNISIA 

 

Fun Facts  
• Tunisia gained independence from France on March 20, 1956. 
• The Tunisian oasis at Kebili has been found to contain evidence of Stone Age settlements. 
• Tunisia was once considered the “bread basket” of Rome for its grain exports during Roman 

occupation. 

A recent leader in the acquisition of freedom, free speech, and independence from oppression, Tunisia is 
re-fashioning itself as an ambitiously modern Arab country.  It may be a slim wedge of North Africa's vast 
horizontal expanse, but Tunisia possesses enough history, modern influence, and diverse natural beauty 
to fill a country three times its size.  With a balmy, sand-fringed Mediterranean coastline on one side and 
the sands of the deep Sahara desert stretching out from the South, Tunisia's expansive and mystical 
terrain varies greatly.  In the north, there are breezy plains dotted with olive and citrus trees.  Lakes teem 
with pink flamingos, and deeply green forests emerge from the coast.  Fresh fish fill your plate while 
fragrant jasmine fills the air. 

Explore this diverse country as you are surrounded by culture changed throughout history many times.  
With its routes in Berber antiquity in the 10th century BC, Tunisia has experienced many centuries of 
change and fluctuation of power.  In its beginnings, Tunisia was under Carthaginian rule (Carthage is now 
a modern-day Lebanon); then it passed to Roman rule around 150 BC until it once again was conquered 
by the Vandals in the 5th century AD.  The Islamic period followed, then it went to the Arab Muslim powers, 
then to the Norman Sicily occupation in the 12th century, then to Ottoman rule in the 18th century, and 
stopped with the French era up until WWII.  Eventually, Tunisia achieved independence from France, but it 
is still undergoing exciting and modern changes. 

Be immersed in the lively music, culture, sights, and sounds of this invigorating country. Sit back and relish 
the unique flavors of Tunisia, which is well known for its fresh fish, lamb, olives, spices, and sweet cakes.  
Although Tunisia demonstrates similar surroundings to its regional counterparts, it is an experience like no 
other in Africa. 

 

Capital: Tunis Language: Arabic, French 

Population: 10.4 million Time Zone: EST plus 5 hours 

Currency:  Tunisian dinar (TND) Electricity: 230V. 50Hz 
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VISAS AND PASSPORTS 

Visas to Tunisia are not required for U.S. citizens. If you hold a passport from another country, please 
check with your local consulate about requirements for travel to Tunisia. All passengers traveling 
internationally are required to have a passport. Please carry proper identification (your passport) on you 
and do not leave it in your suitcase or hotel room. 

COUNTRY CODES  

The country code for Tunisia is 216. When calling to Tunisia from overseas, you dial your international 
access code (011 from the U.S./Canada) followed by the country code and phone number. Phone 
numbers in Tunisia are seven digits in length.  Dialing from the U.S./Canada: 011+216+XXX XXXX. 

CURRENCY AND BUDGETING  

The official currency of Tunisia is the Tunisian Dinar. 

1 Tunisian Dinar = 1000 Millemes 

• Banknote denominations: 5, 10, 20, 30, 50 Dinars 
• Coin denominations: 1, 5 dinars; 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 500 millemes (1/2 Dinar) 

For the most current exchange rates, please go to our Web site at www.globusfamily.com/currency  

The Tunisian Dinar is not a fully convertible currency. Therefore, it can only be purchased inside of 
Tunisia. Law prohibits the export or import of Tunisian bank notes and coins. 

Tunisian law allows the export of foreign currency that was declared when entering Tunisia. Tourists are 
expected to make foreign exchange transactions at authorized banks or exchange bureaus and to retain 
receipt for dinars obtained. Under foreign currency regulation, a tourist can convert to foreign currency 
30% of what has been exchanged into dinars (up to a maximum of 100 U.S. dollars). Declaring currency 
upon entering Tunisia and obtaining a receipt for dinars purchased thereafter will facilitate reconverting 
dinars to your original currency. Keep all receipts of monetary transactions for presentation when leaving 
the country. 

Major credit cards (Visa and MasterCard) are accepted in most major hotels and shops.  Smaller shops 
may ask you to pay in cash or have a minimum amount required to use a credit card. 

TO HELP YOU BUDGET 

The following budget guidelines are just approximate values or starting values for meals and are per 
person. Actual prices will vary widely by restaurant and city within a country but below are some 
averages as provided by our experienced personnel. 

The approximate cost of a soft drink/mineral water/coffee is 2 Dinar.   

An average lunch consisting of a salad or sandwich and a soda or water starts at approximately 10 Dinar 

A steak dinner at a mid-range restaurant with dessert and a non-alcoholic beverage starts at 
approximately 20 Dinar. 

For initial convenience, we recommend you bring approximately 100 U.S. dollars cash with you from 
home. Although you can exchange money at your arrival airport (beware of substantial charges) or at 
hotels, Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs) provide the best solution to obtain cash when needed (they 
offer competitive exchange rates and automatic screening for counterfeit). 
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TIPPING 

For restaurant services where the service charge is already included, round up the bill by the equivalent 
of a few dollars.  Otherwise, 10-15% is a reasonable amount.  Tips are usually left in cash and not added 
to the credit card payment. 

For taxis, round up the fare to the nearest whole Dinar. 

We recommend you tip hotel staff 2 Dinar for room service. 

ELECTRICAL OUTLETS   

Voltage for outlets is 230V. North American voltage is generally 110V. Therefore, a converter may be 
necessary for your travels. Adapters will be necessary to adapt your plug into the outlet but may not 
convert the voltage, so both devices are necessary. Tunisia a round, 2-prong plug that looks like: 

Type C Type E 

TEMPERATURES  

To help you plan, below are average low and high temperatures for Tunis. 

Month Average 
High °(F) 

Average 
Low °(F) 

January 61 46 

February 62 46 

March 67 49 

April 71 53 

May 80 59 

June 88 66 

July 93 71 

August 94 72 

September 87 69 

October 80 63 

November 70 54 

December 63 48 

 

FOOD SPECIALTIES  

Couscous - kousksi bil ghalmi (with lamb) or kousksi bil djaj (with chicken), brik (fried malsouka dough 
stuffed with tuna and an egg), tajin (like a frittata or a quiche), shorba (soups), slata (salads), marqua 
(stews), rishta (pastas), samsa (a popular pastry), kifta (ground meat), kaak (pastries), gnawiya 
(gombos), merguez (lamb sausage), and shakshouka (ratatouille). 

To convert to Celsius, 
subtract 32, then multiply 
by 5 and then divide by 9. 

See examples in the Know 
Before You Go Europe 
document. 
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A FEW WORDS OF THE LOCAL LANGUAGE  

Arabic: 
Good morning: Sabah el khair, Good evening: Masaa el khair, Thank you: Shokrun, Please: Men 
fadluck, Do you speak English?: Be'tetkalem englizi?, I don't understand: Ana mosh fahem, Please 
write it down: Ekteb hali men fadlak, How much is this?: Bikam dah?, 1: Wahed, 2: Ethné, 3: 
Thalàtha, 4: Arba’a, 5: Hamsà, 6: Seta, 7: Seba’a, 8: Thamània, 9: Tesa'a, 10: Ash'ra, 20: Eshreen, 30: 
Thalatheen, 40: Arbae'en, 50: Hamseen, 60: Seteen, 70: Sabèen, 80: Thamanen, 90: Tesa'een, 100: 
May'a, 150: May'a u hamseen, 200: Metein, Where is...?: Fain...?, Telephone: Telephone, Bathroom: 
Hammam, Bottled water: Maya maadaneya, Tea: Shaay, Coffee: Ahwa, Check/bill: Hesap, Cheers!: 
Serefe! 

French: 
Good morning/day (until 5:00 pm): Bonjour, Good evening: Bonsoir, Goodbye: Au revoir, Please: 
S'il vous plaît, Thank you: Merci, Yes: Oui, No: Non, Do you speak English?: Parlez-vous anglais?, I 
don't understand: Je ne comprends pas, Please write it down: Scrivez-le, S'il vous plaît, How 
much?: C'est combien?, 1: Un, 2: Deux, 3: Trois, 4: Quatre, 5: Cinq, 6: Six, 7: Sept, 8: Huit, 9: Neuf, 
10: Dix, Where is...?: Où est...?, Telephone: Le téléphone, Bathroom: Les toilettes, Tea: Thé, Coffee: 
Café, Bottled water: De l'eau minérale  (carbonated = eau petillante, non-carbonated=eau plate), 
Cheers!: Santé!, Restaurant check/bill: L’addition, Have a nice day!: Bonne journée!, Waiter: 
Monsieur (not garçon), Waitress: Mademoiselle. 
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